
  

Graphic Organiser 

Graphic Organiser – Primary Example © VCAA 2008 

 

 

Thinking Processes – Using the language of thinking 

REASONING, PROCESSING  
AND INQUIRY CREATIVITY REFLECTION, EVALUATION 

AND METACOGNITION 

 

THINKING ABOUT THINKING 

How Does It Work? This tool will help you to understand the different types of thinking 
you go through as you effectively work through a problem. 

KKEEYY  EELLEEMMEENNTTSS  TTOO  TTHHIINNKK  AABBOOUUTT  

• Work through the problem from the 
bottom left part of the brain 
(KNOWLEDGE) in a clockwise direction 
through to CREATION. 

• Use the words in the bubbles to prompt 
you in the type of thinking required at 
each step. 

 

• Highlight the type of thinking that you 
used. 

Don’t hesitate to ask your teacher if you don’t understand some of the words – it will help you 
complete the task. 

TASK 
I WANT TO GET MORE MONEY TO SPEND!! 

I get given $1 a week from my parents, but it’s not enough for me to be able to save up to buy the 
computer games I want.  I’d like to get more money for myself. 

 
Look for the “Brainy” solution on the next page.
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   explain 
     simplify 
 retell 
        order  
explain in own words      
      translate    
 show        define 
        interpret 
      give examples 

         When I interviewed Mum 
    about her life as a kid, I asked 
her whether she got pocket 
money.  She got less than me, 
but could buy more because 
things were cheaper.  She used 
to have to do jobs around the 
house or she didn’t get her 
pocket money. 
I worked out that I need to get at 
least $3 per week to get the new 
game by Christmas holidays. 

My new CREATION will be... 

 
  infer 
         compare         connect 
        question               debate 
       predict 
     examine                   divide 
 discriminate 
        investigate 
                      organise  
 

 
 

 
                  How have I       My ANALYSIS  
             APPLIED this     of the situation is... 
        knowledge before? 

         report 
 compute 
          exhibit
 demonstrate 
       teach      operate 
 interview 
       experiment 
participate 
 use 
        keep records 
           plan           

          prioritise 
   

     defend 
       convince 
 justify 
    decide   
        conclude 
 assess 
      judge  
                rank 
         

I’ve decided to give Mum a list of 
jobs that I could do each week 
for an extra dollar each and ask 
her to choose 2.  That way she 
gets the jobs that she wants 
done, but I don’t put on the list of 
jobs I really don’t want to do (like 
cleaning the toilet).  I don’t think 
she’d let me get a job yet. 
 
I’ll explain that I want the extra 
money for a good reason, not 
just to spend on lollies and stuff 
and that should convince her to 
agree to letting me earn more 
pocket money. 

 
 
       name       know 
      identify  list 
 quote       collect 
         describe 
 match label 
          locate        find 

     make up 

 
 invent 

        imagine 
   design 
modify 
       produce 
build construct 
       present 
              devise 

How can I show I UNDERSTAND? 

I compared how much my 
friends got and why they got 
it.  Some just got more, some  
got none, but most who got more 
had to do jobs for their money.  I 
think If I just asked for more, Mum 
would say no, but if I offer to do 
jobs for the extra money she 
might say yes.  I asked what jobs 
kids did and how hard they were.  
Most did gardening, looking after 
pets, extra cleaning and 
massages for their parents. 
 

What do I already KNOW? 

Here’s a list of ways people get 
money: 

• Mum just gives me 
pocket money 

• Adults get paid for the 
jobs they do 

• Banks give money for 
some reason 

• Some kids do paper 
rounds 

My mum is a doctor and whenever 
people come to see her for help, 
they pay at the counter and Mum 
gets that money. 
Kids can work for the Newsagent 
and they carry newspapers on their 
bikes or in a trolley and deliver 
them to people who have asked for 
them.  The Newsagent pays the 
kids for delivering them. 
If you give money to the bank, they 
give you some extra back to say 
thanks for lending them the money. 

My EVALUATION of the situation is ... 

Extra jobs - $1 each per week: 
• Walking the dog daily 
• Feeding the animals daily 
• Bringing the washing in 
• Vacuuming the lounge 
• 2 Foot rubs 
 
Mum can choose any 2. 

Use the language of thinking in each part of the brain diagram to work 
your way through the problem, from your existing KNOWLEDGE, 

through to CREATING a better situation. 

 
 


