Learning journals and digital portfolios
These tools are proving valuable in assisting students to reflect on their learning and monitor their progress in learning. They are being used in many different ways but most commonly as a learning tool rather than an assessment tool. Many schools are using them at parent/teacher interviews where students use them to show parents what they have achieved at school.

The digital portfolio, or learning journal, typically has three basic components:

· an object that represents the students' learning, for example, a photo of a model the student built, a video of the student playing an instrument, or a link to an essay word processed by the student

· a brief report about what the project associated with the object 
· a reflection about the domain specific understandings the student learned and what they identified they still need to learn.

Digital portfolios usually contain objects that represent the end product of a learning activity or project. Some learning journals contain objects that represent milestones along the path to the final product, for example how a team decided on a project, what information they found and how useful it was, how they produced their final product, the product itself, and a reflection on the process. These types of learning journals require much more time to maintain as they are added to throughout a learning activity while the digital portfolio is usually updated at the end of an activity.
Structure of a digital portfolio

They may be structured any way that the student finds easy to maintain. One successful model developed by the Corangamite Southern Cluster focuses on many of the skills identified in the Victorian Essential Learning Standards. 
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Hi, 'rm Jeremy and this is my portfalio. Click one of the
links below to see my bestwark

My creative self Team work
My acadernic self Communication

My sacial seff Problem-solving

My leaming goals Initiative & Enterprise

Planning & Organising
Self-Management

Leamning Technology





Software to create a digital portfolio

For children in the Early to Middle Years of schooling, their portfolio is easier to create and maintain as a PowerPoint slide show whilst at levels 5 and 6 students might move onto creating their portfolios using a web authoring tool such as Netscape Composer or MS FrontPage. 

Another excellent resource is the Department of Education & Training (2006) Digital portfolio resources. This is only available to government schools.
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