Graphic Organisers

Lesson Plan:
Literature Circles

Levels: 2, 3, 4 and up

Graphic organisers: concept map, Venn diagram, story map, tree diagram

Small groups: 4 ( 6

Choose a book to read.
Orientation: discuss title and blurb.  What do they mean?

Model a concept map with the group contributing.
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Characters: Use a Venn diagram to show similarities and differences between the characters in the novel and/or one of the characters and the reader.

Begin with a double cell Venn diagram. If there are two or more characters build up to a triple cell Venn diagram.

Decide what characteristics will be analysed e.g. behaviour, physical, feelings or combinations.
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Setting: Use a story map (or linear string) to show the different settings using pictures and words. Arrows are used to link one step to the next. 
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Plot: Use a tree diagram to demonstrate cause and effect. This is an excellent tool to show the flow on or ripple effect.
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T chart

Use a T chart to show positives (+ves) and negative (–ves) to an action or decision made by one of the characters.  Encourage the students to be creative and list all sides whether it may appear to be farfetched or not.  This provides a forum for discussion and development of critical thinking in understanding the choices and actions the character(s) makes.
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Tree diagram

Use a tree diagram to develop a PCD (Possibilities-Consequences-Decision)
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Use a tree diagram to demonstrate forecasting and selecting using Problem-Options-Outcomes-Choices.
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These two tree diagrams can be used early in the reading of the text and again as a reflective tool in thinking about the author’s decisions and choices for his/her characters.

The T chart and tree diagram (to show PCD or POOCH) allow discussion, clarification and critical thinking on the issues arising from the text.
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