Annotated design brief T Rescarca

Music example — Years 9/10 music performance class

Sample outline of the design brief task

Your planning group (two or three members) is to design and develop a musical
performance for a particular audience and/or purpose. The length of the performance should
be approximately 15 minutes. You will need to decide:

e the composition of the audience and/or purpose for the performance

e which venue to use

o the piece/s of music that will be included in the performance program.

After the first planning session, find out which members of the class will be involved in your
performance (groups should have no more than eight performers). You will also need an
initial list of resources, including instruments and other equipment that will be required for
each performance. After this session, the whole class will meet and, if necessary, negotiate
to allocate resources for all of the planned performances.

Planning groups will then complete their design, and, with performers, rehearse and prepare
for the performance. You should allow approximately six to seven weeks for completing the
performance design and for rehearsing the selected music. Depending on class size and the
scope of the performances, about two weeks will be required for presenting and evaluating
the group’s performances.

As part of your performance design, your planning group will need to complete a design plan

that includes:

e adesign brief, including main factors that will determine the content and form of your
performance, and a description of the potential limitations of the plan and issues you
need to consider further

e aplan of the research that will be required to complete your performance design, for
example performance conventions relating to the selected repertoire, style and/or genre,
purpose, resources, venue

¢ an outline of three different programs that could be used, with an explanation that
describes the advantages and disadvantages of each

o afinal performance program, explaining why it best suits your brief

e arehearsal schedule and organisation plan.

Following is a sample design brief produced by a group of students, and a commentary on
the features of the brief.

Design brief Comments about the design

(A sample design brief from a student group) brief students have
developed

Outline

Our group has decided to design and develop a music A clear, succinct outline of the

program for the local primary school. The audience performance situation

will be aged from 5 to 7 years. The school has a small explaining who the audience will

hall that can be used for performances. Our be, where it will be held, what

performance group will include six players playing the resources are available, and the

following instruments: two violins, one flute, one piano, purpose of the performance.

one bass and one percussionist. We would like this

performance to introduce the kids to each of the

instruments and show the different sorts of music they
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can play, and how they can be combined to make
different sounds.

Considerations:

What sort of music do children of this age like?

What style of performance does this age group like?
How long should each piece be?

How can we include ‘fun’ segments like putting the
instruments together or making weird sounds?

How many pieces can we play in the time allowed?
What types of music is good to show-off each of the
instruments?

How should the pieces be introduced and what sort of
information do we need to give to the children?

Do we perform to the whole school or to smaller class
groups within the school? How many students can fit
into the hall?

What standard of music can our players play?

What music is available for the combination of
instruments in our group?

Who do we need to talk to in the primary school to
organise the performance?

What is the best time for the performance?

How will we transport our instruments and equipment
to the school?

Will we need to be amplified?

Do we need microphones, speakers, etc.?

How are we going to organise our rehearsals?

Issues

Design Awareness in Schools

We only have the six instruments to work with — we
will either have to find music that is written for them or
arrange music for the group.

All of the players have less than 4 years’ experience
playing, and we only have 4 weeks to rehearse so the
music chosen can't be too hard.

The kids only have limited attention span — we can'’t
play anything that is too long or serious.

We will probably only be able to play 4 or 5 pieces in
the available time (15 minutes).

The considerations focus

on:

aspects of the audience,
how they might affect the
choice of music and the
style of performance — a
good understanding of
children shown

practical aspects related to
setting up the performance,
space, size of group, etc.
the resources (players) and
how they might affect choice
of music

procedural issues related to
school contact, equipment,
etc.

rehearsal preparation and
planning.

These points will lead to further
areas for research.

This section recognises the
limitations placed on the
situation by the teacher in the
initial design task, and the
limitations caused by their
chosen audience and players.
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