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In small groups (two to three students), you are to design and create a book review for a
particular audience. When completed, this review may be:

linked to the school library’s intranet page

published in the student newsletter

displayed as an information poster in a classroom or library

presented in multimedia format to the school’s book club or your English class

a presentation, web page or published article for some other specific group, e.g. a youth

club, primary school class, special interest group.

The review should include text, images and/or sound. It should also include responses from
a range of people who have read the book. The style of presentation and information should
give a sense or match the style of the book selected for reviewed. The information and type
of language needs to be appropriate to the audience and presented in a way that is suitable
to the form of presentation. Remember the rules of reviewing — do not just re-tell the story.
You will be given two weeks to complete the designing and planning for the project and a
further two weeks to create and evaluate your chosen review.

To complete this design project, you need to:
write a design brief, explaining the purpose and audience of the finished outcome, the
type of book selected for review, and the presentation style chosen. Include a description
of the limitations of the situation/brief and aspects you need to research or consider
further
research aspects like content, books, purpose, resources, etc. of your chosen brief
outline alternative review formats and content descriptions, with an explanation that
describes the advantages and disadvantages of each
produce a mock-up of your chosen review format and book choice, explaining why it best
suits your brief
produce a plan that outlines how you will complete your review, including a timeline and
an explanation of the tasks that each member of the group will carry out
carry out the review, following the plans
list criteria you will use to judge whether your completed review works well and achieves
its purpose.

Design Awareness in Schools Teacher Resource: Briefs 3 1



Following is a sample design brief produced by a group of students, and a commentary on

the features of the brief.

Design brief

(A sample design brief from a student group)

Our group has decided to write a book review for our online
games club’s Internet site. The members are mainly guys
between the ages of 13 and 18, though we do have a few girls
involved. Most of the members are into sci-fi games, films and
books, so we have decided to choose a sci-fi book to review —
possibly one that has also been turned into a film. The
purpose of the review is to get more of our members
interested in reading the book and realise how different it
might be to the film. We would also like members to discuss it
and similar books online. The students in our reviewing group
have got really good skills in putting music and images
together, and we also have access to a digital camera. (This
could be good for some reader interviews.)

Considerations

e The people in the online club like fast action and lots of
visual information, so we will need to limit the amount of
text and think about how to present information in other
ways such as using images, music and voice-overs.

e« We need to find out what books people have read or
might be interested in reading — what can we use to help
us make our book choice?

e It might be worth comparing the book to the film. Can we
encourage more people to read the book if we can point
out why it is better than the film? Will they be more
interested in the review if they have seen a film based on
it?

e What computer software can be used for the images,
music and voice-overs?

e It would be great to have clips from a film based on the
story, but how do we get access and what about
copyright?

e As we will be writing the review for people like us, we
don’t have to worry too much about adapting the language
to suit our audience — we will just need to create
something in a style that we would like.

e We have to think about how we make sure that we don't
just re-tell the story — we could identify sections that focus
on different aspects of the books, e.g. characters, how
action scenes are written, new technology.

Issues

e« We need to find a book that a number of people have read
so that we can include their responses in the review.

e We only have three weeks to plan, choose and produce
the review, so we can’'t do anything that is too long or
complex. We also need to allocate aspects of the tasks to
members of our group.

e Ourrange is more limited if we review a book that has
been developed into a film.
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Comments about the

design brief students
have developed

Identification of the
audience and how it
might affect the writers’
choices.

An understanding shown
of the purposes of the
review and recognition of
the resources available
to the group.

The considerations
focus on:

1. aspects related to
the audience and
their interests

2. thinking about
practical aspects
related to methods of
book choice

3. purpose — the value
of connections
between books and
films

4. practical factors
related to producing
the review —
software and film
clips

5. appropriate style and
language

6. the structure of the
review.

These will provide
opportunities for
research.

Students recognise the
practical consequences
of including reader
responses, and the
limitations of time placed
on the situation —
constraints coming from
the teacher-defined task.

They also recognise their
own imposed limits.



