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Advice on developing design briefs

Design briefs should:

· be relevant to the interests of students

· provide opportunities for students to make decisions about real-life design considerations

· provide a starting point for students to begin the whole design process – investigating and designing, producing, analysing and evaluating.

Teacher input

The teacher should provide a general structure or broad outline of the situation, leaving opportunities for student input and development of the design brief. 

The outline of the design brief must include:

· some idea of the general type of product or outcome that is required. This should be open-ended enough to allow opportunities for students to make decisions about what they will design and develop

· defined requirements or constraints that explain the scope of the task. These are usually determined by the classroom situation, structures and limitations. These could refer to the amount of time allowed for the task, the number of people involved (if working in groups), resources that are available, etc.

· an outline of the stages of the design process or sub-tasks that students need to complete. 

A well-written design brief should include considerations and constraints that allow for the development of a series of criteria that may lead to research, the production of a number of design options, the selection and justification of one option, and plans for the production of this option.

Student input

If students are writing the design brief, the teacher could provide a basic outline. Students will then be required to make decisions about the specific details they will include in their design brief. For example, students could select a user group or a situation. A series of questions or prompts may clarify the specific content of the design brief. 

Students need to recognise the consequences of the kind of detail they include in their brief, and outline how these will direct and affect their design choices. This process may lead to questions that they need to answer as part of their research. They also need to recognise the affect of limitations set by the teacher.

A design brief should include:

· an expanded explanation of the design situation – answering the ‘who, what, why, when, where, how, with what’ types of questions

· design considerations – statements about the flexible aspects of the design and product development that often need further research

· design constraints or limitations – statements about the inflexible aspects of the design, such as a deadline for completing the product, or availability of specific materials.
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