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Planning your puppet show
Whenever you plan a performance or writing project, it's a good idea to begin by asking and answering two important questions:

Working individually, in pairs or performance groups, answer these important planning questions. 

What is my purpose? 

This question is important because the answer makes it clear what you want to do and why. When you write the answer to this question, you get a clear idea of what your aims are. You can come back to that idea all the time when you want to check that you are 'on track'.

What am I going to do?

Your purpose could be to create a puppet performance to tell a story or joke, to introduce a puppet character, to show an action scene or some other purpose. 

Write your purpose here:

My purpose is to...

How do I want to affect the audience?

You could also want to entertain, inform, frighten, make the audience laugh, make them think or some other response.
Write your purpose here:

My purpose is to...

Planning your puppet show (continued)
Who will be my audience? 

This question is important because you do things differently for different people, for example small children and older people. When you write the answer to this question, it helps you to get an idea of the kind of language you should use or the sort of story the audience might like or how you might act out your performance.

Describe your audience here. (Is it a small group of friends or the class or children in Prep or parents and teachers or others?)
I will create my puppet show for... 

Title and idea

Now you have worked out your purpose and audience, you need to decide on a title and write a short description of your show.

Title: 

Description:

Production Team

If you are working in a group, you need to think about what needs to be done and who needs to do it. (Do you have enough puppeteers? Who plays which character? Do you need a lighting person? Who is good at writing? Who can do voices? Who is good at staging shows?)

List all the people involved in your show and what they agree to do to make the show a success.

List here: (you may need to attach a list to this worksheet)

Planning your puppet show (continued)

Timetable

The next thing you need to know is when your show is on so you can you can work out how much time to allow for writing, rehearsal and things such as collecting materials for props or special effects, for example, lighting and sound.

Organise your timetable according to days and weeks depending on how much time you have. For example, if you have two weeks, your timetable might look this:

Week 1
Step 1: Think about ideas for a short performance and decide on a title (Whole group)

Step 2: Write script (Annie and Tim); Try out script with puppets (whole group)

Week 2

Step 1: Discuss script (Whole group) Practise voices (Whole group)

etc…

Step 5: Performance (Whole group)

When you are sure of your purpose, and you all agree on who is doing what and when, you can begin to put your ideas into a show.
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