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Picture the zine 

Use this sheet to help you to plan the kind of zine you want to publish.

Theme

You might begin by deciding on your theme. What general topic will your zine be about? Sport? Music? Lifestyle? Fashion? Horror movies? A combination of interesting topics?

Purpose

What do you want to achieve in your zine? Make a statement about your aims, beginning with: ‘My aim is to publish a zine that…’
Audience

It’s important to decide who you want to appeal to in your zine. Who is your audience? Describe the kind of people you want to read your zine.

Title

The name of a publication can say a lot and make people pay attention. Can you think of a title that would suit your zine? (You could always put this off until you have tossed a few more ideas around.)

Content

Think about the content of your zine. What features will you have in your zine? Pictures? Articles? Cartoons? Information? Letters? Personal reflections? List the features here.

Picture the zine (continued)

Sources

Where will your content come from? The Internet? Photos? Your own work (e.g. articles, drawings, photos)? Computer programs? Interviews? Newspapers? Brochures? List possible sources here.

Online or print?

What form will your zine take? For example, will it be published in print form or will it be an e-zine (published online)?

Design

You also need to think about design. What will your zine look like? Will it be in colour? Will it have lots of graphics? Do you want it to look formal and organised or more chaotic?

Equipment

Now that you have an idea of what you want your zine to look like, you can decide how you are going to produce that look. What equipment will you use to bring all the parts of your zine together into a single publication? For example, will you need: a computer/ publishing software/a printer/a photocopier/paper/glue/other equipment? Make a list of the items you’ll need.
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