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Glossary

Aboriginality is the term used in the national movement among Aboriginal people in the late 1960s and 1970s to assert Aboriginal identity and highlight and celebrate what is specific to Aboriginal culture.

Assimilation refers to the process by which a dominant cultural group absorbs another group which eventually ceases to exist. Assimilation policies regarding Aborigines were formally endorsed by all State Governments from the 1930s to the 1960s. The removal of Aboriginal children of mixed descent was part of this process.

Civil rights refer to the shared political, legal and social rights of citizenship that are provided for by Commonwealth and State laws. 

Constitution refers to the Australian Constitution drawn up at Federation. The basis of Australian governance since 1901, it can only be amended through referendums.

Discrimination based on race was a focus of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. Australia also signed a United Nations convention on the elimination of racial discrimination in 1966.

FCAA (later FCAATSI) refers to the Federal Council for Aboriginal Advancement (1958 – 1973). The first national organisation for Aborigines, it included Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal leaders and a range of affiliated organisations.

Freedom Rides refers to the awareness-raising bus rides through rural NSW undertaken by Sydney University students in 1965. Led by Charles Perkins, and inspired by the US Civil Rights Movement, the rides highlighted the inequality in country towns where segregation was practised.

Integration was the term preferred by many Aborigines to describe their relationship to other Australians in the late 1950s and 1960s. In contrast to assimilation, it implies both Aboriginal choice and the retention of cultural identity.

Land rights is an umbrella term covering Aboriginal rights to livelihood, the special relationship Aborigines have with the land, and Aborigines’ prior ownership of Australia. It can refer to the land rights based on native title recognised after the Mabo decision in 1992.

Referendum changes to the Australian Constitution require a ‘double majority’ – the support of the majority of voters, and of a majority of voters in a majority of States. In 1967, voters from the States, but not from the Northern Territory or the Australian Capital Territory, took part. 

Segregation refers to the policy of separating Aborigines from the general public in missions and reserves. Other forms of segregation especially common in rural communities include the different treatment of Aborigines and their exclusion from public facilities.

Self-determination is the process by which a distinct people gain control over their lives as a people.

Sovereignty is the term for the exclusive rights exercised by a distinct group of people over a particular territory.

Tent Embassy usually refers to the Tent Embassy set up to protest about land rights on the lawns of Parliament House, Canberra, on Australia Day 1972. 
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